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Loantaka says NO to Bike Plan 

The Executive Board of the Loantaka Group 
weighed in on a Westfield Recreation Commission 
plan to allow the Jersey Off Road Biking 
Association to install mountain bike trails in 
Brightwood Park.  The Board voted unanimously 
to oppose the plan.    

The Sierra Club became involved in the 
discussion after a new group from Westfield, 
Friends of Brightwood Park, contacted Allen 
Swanson, Union County Conservation Chair.    
After research, consultations and two member’s 
visits to the park, the Loantaka Executive Board 
expressed their opinion that Brightwood Park 
should retain its current status as a natural 
setting with limited use for hiking, bird watching 
and enjoying nature.   

In a recent letter to Westfield's Mayor Shelley 
Brindle and the Town Council, Paul Sanderson, 
Loantaka Group Chair, and Allen Swanson 
expressed the Group's concerns about the biking 
proposal. The letter, along with some photos, 
appears on page three.  

The Westfield Town Council has referred the 
plans for the park to the Department of 
Environmental Protection for review.  While there 
is no specific time frame for the results of the 
review, it is anticipated that the review will go 
into the new year.     
Continued on page 3 

Sunrise Movement Union County 
Hub Holds First Rally 

On September 26th, Allen Swanson, Union County 
Conservation Chair, spoke on behalf of the Sierra Club 
at the first public rally by the Union County hub of the 
Sunrise Movement.     

The Sunrise Movement started in 2017 with young 
activists banding together to fight climate change. 
They have grown to over 400 hubs across the United 
States.  The Union County hub is one of the newest.   

The rally brought awareness of the issues facing our 
area and the nation surrounding environmental justice 
and climate change.   Allen Swanson spoke briefly on 
behalf of the Sierra Club and expressed the Club’s 
commitment to the issue of environmental justice 
across the state and Union County.  Allen has been 
attending meetings of the group since their formation 
a few months ago and expressed his pride in the 
accomplishments of the young group and its leaders 
in such a short time.   

The group, consisting mostly of high school students 
in the area, identified their primary goal as follows: 
“We demand access to clean drinking water and 
breathable air for all, no matter their race, 
socioeconomic status, and/or zip code. We cannot 
allow our futures to be in the hands of corrupt 
politicians and fossil fuel corporations for any longer.” 
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Locally, the Sierra Club is proud to endorse Marjorie Fox for the Summit Ward 2, Common Council seat. 

Allen Swanson, Union County Conservation Chair of the Loantaka Group of the Sierra Club, stated: “Marjorie Fox 
represents everything one would want in a pro-environment candidate. She has supported initiatives reducing 
polystyrene and plastics, increasing solar projects, electric vehicles charging stations, sustainable buildings and 
more.”  In addition, Marjorie Fox, has practiced environmental law as an attorney in New York City, advocating for 
wetlands protection and conservation projects. We urge all the voters of Summit Ward 2 to show their support for 
the strong advocacy Marjorie Fox has demonstrated in word and deed in her position as the President of the Summit 
Common Council.     

The Sierra Club encourages everyone to become informed about environmental issues, to become active and most 
of all to actively participate by making a plan to vote is this year’s crucial election.   

SIERRA CLUB ENDORSES MARJORIE FOX for SUMMIT COUNCIL 
Each year the New Jersey Sierra Club makes a number of endorsements 
of candidates and ballot measures.  Sierra Club New Jersey tax exemption 
status - 501(c)(4) - allows such endorsements.  The goals of the endorsements 
are: 

1. To elect candidates who will support and promote environmental
protection

2. To encourage Club members and other environmentalists to participate
in the political process; and

3. To strengthen the Sierra Club's capacity to elect pro-environment
candidates at every level of government.

Clean Transportation for 
New Jersey 
NJ Sierra Club has released two reports that detail ways to 
address climate change and promote environmental justice 
through clean transportation. Clean Transportation for All: 
Building a Frequent Service Bus Network for 
Northeastern New Jersey evaluates frequent weekday bus 
service in Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Passaic, and Union 
Counties, with the complementary goals of increasing bus 
ridership and reducing car vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT). Clean Transportation for All: Improving Access to 
New Jersey Public Transit Information provides an 
analysis and recommendations based on a review of the NJ 
Transit website and transportation agencies elsewhere in the 
United States, as well as suggestions from our members and 
other New Jersey residents. 

“Climate change is the defining issue of our time.  Global atmosphere warming, caused largely by human activities, is leading 
to significant changes in climate patterns here in New Jersey, across the United States, and around the world.  Due to our 
geography and population, New Jersey is uniquely vulnerable to climate change and is already experiencing its impacts, 
including rising sea-levels, increasing temperatures, chronic flooding, and more frequent and intense storms.” 

Opening statement from Catherine R. McCabe, Commissioner, NJ Department of Environmental Protection 
October 15, 2020.    N.J. Global Warming Response Act 80 X 50 Report 
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 Loantaka says NO to Bike Plan 
Continued from page 1 

This is the first edition of the Union County Area Conservation Report of the Sierra Club.  The report is 
intended to inform residents in and around Union County of happenings and issues involving the Sierra 
Club New Jersey Chapter.  The report is edited and published through the Loantaka Group of the Sierra 
Club.  The Group represents Morris and most of Union County and some neighboring municipalities.  
Allen Swanson 

The Sierra Club welcomes all inquiries into membership, issues, actions and more. 
Comments or questions should be sent to: afswanson@newjersey.sierraclub.org 
Loantaka Group Facebook:             https://www.facebook.com/LoantakaGroupNJSC 
NJ Chapter Website:         http://www.sierraclub.org/new-jersey 

Brightwood Park was created in the 
1960's with a Green Acres Grant from 
NJ 
 

It is a beautiful natural park and used 
by birders, hikers and walkers as quiet 
respite from the noise and hustle of the 
area 
Pictures and text from the Friends of 
Brightwood Park   
https://www.friendsofbrightwood.org 
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