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NJ Expands Access to Driver’s Licenses
In a vote almost exclusively along party lines, the NJ Senate and House have
passed legislation which opens access to NJ Driver’s licenses to some
undocumented immigrants. The legislation creates two types of driver’s
licenses. A REAL ID license or ID card which complies with all Federal
regulations related to legal status in the USA. The second license or ID allows
a New Jersey resident who meets requirements for the issuance of a license or
ID, but is unable to prove lawful presence in the United States to obtain the
document. There are additional documents required for the second form of
license in certain situations.
Opposition to the legislation was primarily around claims that the new law would encourage additional
illegal Immigration and other breaches of law. David Seminara at the Center for Immigration Studies said in
2014 that granting driver’s licenses would provide “de facto legitimacy” to undocumented immigrants.
Others claimed that there would be a threat to safety and economic security or that immigrants would not
be able to read road signs. Those in favor cited other states where similar laws have been enacted stating
New Jersey would be “one step closer to ensuring all motor vehicles and drivers are insured thereby
creating safer roadways for all”, Assembly Speaker, Craig Coughlin (LD 19). Others point out that to obtain
a driver’s license you must prove driving skills, reducing uninsured drivers. Governor Malloy of Connecticut
stated: “it’s about knowing who is driving on our roads…and doing everything we can to make sure these
drivers are safe, and they are operating registered, insured vehicles.” There are 13 states currently
following similar driver’s license rules.
The rules signed by Gov. Murphy are scheduled to go into effect January 2021.
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Maplewood Bill of Rights Display
On December 15, 1791, the first 10 amendments to the Constitution, later
known as the Bill of Rights, were ratified. In 1941 Congress and President
Roosevelt designated December 15th “Bill of Rights Day.”
December 15, each year comes and goes with most Americans writing their list
and shopping it twice. But in a growing number of communities across the US
an effort is being made to bring awareness of the Bill of Rights by celebrating its
ratification each December 15th. Just such a commemoration took place in
Maplewood N.J. on December 15, 2019. On that day a cutout commemorating
the ratification was dedicated at the Village Green in Maplewood. The
commemoration featured a design sponsored by the Freedom from Religion
Foundation, an organization dedicated to preserving one of our most important
rights, the separation of church and state. Steve Mershon, the local driving
force behind the display says it took him more than a year and considerable red
tape but this year the event became a new fixture during this season in
Maplewood. Steve reported that this may be the first such display in all of New
Jersey.
The cutout itself represents a parchment upon which the Bill or Rights is
displayed surrounded by the Statue of Liberty and important founding fathers.
The inscription reads “At this season of the Winter Solstice, join us in honoring
the Bill of Rights, adopted on December 15, 1791, which reminds us that there
can be no religious freedom without the freedom to dissent. Keep religion and
government separate!”
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Gay and Trans “Panic” defense is now history in New Jersey
The FBI reported that hate crimes in NJ have increased for the third consecutive year. A
disproportion number of the victims are members of the LGBTQ community. These facts
made it imperative that the New Jersey legislature pass legislation to prevent the use of
what is called the gay and trans “panic” defense. Fortunately, they did just that, going to
Murphy’s desk for signature is legislation banning this defense.
The gay and trans “panic” defense attempts to excuse violence
against LGBTQ victims because of their sexual orientation.
Supposedly the perpetrator loses their self-control and must assault
the suspected LGBTQ person. In other words, because you are gay,
I couldn’t help myself. I panicked and I should not be responsible
for my violent behavior in attacking you. New Jersey is just the ninth state in the US to
state to outlaw the “panic” defense. The states are now Maine, New
York, Hawaii, Nevada, Connecticut, California, Illinois, Rhode Island
and New Jersey.

Ban on Single-Use Plastic Bags in New Jersey Still Has Life
The bills to place a ban on the use of single-use plastic bags S2776/A4330 are still pending for possible
passage prior to the conclusion of the latest legislative session on January 13, 2020. The bills were on their
way to passage prior to the plastic lobbyist working on legislators to create a pause in the process. Even so
the bills have a chance in the short time remaining to make it through to Governor Murphy’s desk. The bills
if passed will become the most comprehensive plastics legislation in the nation. The primary provisions of
the bills would create a full ban on all single-use bags, including paper, over differing implementation
periods. There will be a ban on polystyrene food service products (Styrofoam). The final form of the bills is
currently up in the air due to the attempts to undermine the intent of the bans by industry advocates. It is
important to keep informed about these bills in the near future and express your views to your legislators.
Without passage this legislative session the bills will need to start over during the new legislative session. If
that is the outcome you can plan on seeing much more regarding this issue during the coming year.
You can check on the bills status by calling your NJ legislative representatives, the numbers are 609-8473905 or toll free 800-792-8630. You may also search for S2776 or A4330 to read the bills or check on their
status.
“I hate war as only a soldier who has lived it can, only
as one who has seen its brutality, its futility, its
stupidity.”

Dwight D. Eisenhower

If you find the information in the newsletter
informative or interesting, I invite you to pass it
on. If you are seeing the newsletter for the first
time and you would like to receive future issues,
send
your
email
address
to
lookingleftnj@gmail.com. You can be assured
that I will not be sharing your address with
anyone. Comments are also welcome.

